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Emergence and Evolution of the Stone Vessels in Nile Valley:
The Development Observed from Imitation and Manufacturing Technique

Keita TAKENOUCHI*

Abstract

Stone vessel was funerary equipment through Predynastic period in Nile valley. In this period, stone vessel
was manufactured from various rock by specialized artisan, and some scholars have pointed out that stone vessel
was luxury or prestige goods.

Previous studies have constructed typology and chronology of stone vessel in Predynastic period since
sequence dating by Petrie, W. M. F. However, these typological studies have never analyzed and interpreted the
transition of stone vessel in the historical context and or based on a quantitative analysis.

This paper focuses on the transition of the stone vessel in Nile valley from Neolithic to Nagada 11D, and
reconsiders the transition from two viewpoints of imitation and manufacturing technique. Firstly, 1 examined the
alternative shapes classification of stone vessel from nine sites in Upper and Lower Egypt dated to Nagada IC
to 11D. Next, based on the classification, | analyzed the transition of shape and material, and the following point
were made clear by this analysis: the transition of the stone vessel could classify into three periods by shape and
material: Neolithic era = “Emergence”, Nagada IC to I1A-B = “Formation”, Nagada I1C-D = “Development”.

These results indicate the breaking off between both period, “Formation” and “Development” in a view
from imitation and manufacturing technique. Until “Formation”, stone vessel had imitated a shape of pottery and
ivory vessel. But contrary to previous period, stone vessel was imitated in “Development”. In particular, stone
vessel in this time is characterized by emergence of tubular handle. It is possible that judging from the analysis
of two attributes (stone vessel handle and bead form), the serious change of stone vessel in Nagada I1C-D
(“Development”) can be reflected the advancement of manufacturing techniques and or the directivity to tubular
form. This consequence suggested that there might have been a technological choice in each shape, each material
and each period in Predynastic period.

* 5 AET SV SEERIE T AR * Graduated Student, School of Letters, Arts and Sciences, Waseda University
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