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Report on the Conservation Work on the Wall Paintings
in the Royal Tomb of Amenophis 111 (KV 22)

Sakuji YOSHIMURA*!, Akiko NISHISAKA*? and Kazumitsu TAKAHASHI*3

Abstract

Since 1989, the team from the Institute of Egyptology at Waseda University, Tokyo, headed by Prof. Dr.
Sakuji Yoshimura, has been working in the royal tomb of Amenophis Il at the Western Valley of the Kings. To
complete the clearance and to report the historical significance of the tomb, fifteen seasons of archaeological
excavation and study have been carried out so far including mapping, excavation, documentations and epigraphic
survey.

The wall paintings are among the most exquisite of those surviving in the royal tombs of the Eighteenth
Dynasty. However, the condition of the paintings was in precarious state from the natural decay and the biological
attacks from the urine and excrements of the bats. The surface of the painted plaster has been detaching itself
from the wall, which causes the falling of the painted plaster. Cracks on the walls and pillars have caused severe
damage, especially as some pillars are about to fail. The urgency of restoring the tomb, but also because of the
complexity of the state, the need for multi-disciplinary work by experts was evident. Due to above reasons,
the Institute of Egyptology at Waseda University had planned a comprehensive conservation work of the wall
paintings in the royal tomb of Amenophis 111 under the auspices of UNESCO/Japan Trust Fund and in corporation
with Supreme Council of the Antiquities in Egypt. So far, two short-term missions and two long-term campaigns
were conducted by the international conservation team consisted of Japanese, Egyptian and ltalian conservators
and the practical conservation work was directed by our Italian chief conservator, Dr. Giorgio Capriotti.

From October, 2011 to May, 2012, the third long-term season of conservation project was resumed aiming
at continuation of the conservation of the wall paintings in the tomb. The campaign in this season included
following conservation work and scientific researches: (1) Conservation of the paintings on the walls and
ceilings, (2) Restoration of the cracks in the pillar and wall, (3) Conservation and restoration of sarcophagus lid,
(4) Photographic campaign, (5) Non-destructive X-ray and Raman spectroscopy analyses, (6) Documentation
and studying of wall paintings in the tomb for archiving and digital processing, (7) Study of the objects from the
tomb of Amenophis IlI.

As a result of the conservation work in this season, the conservation of the paintings on the walls, pillars
and ceilings of Room E, I, and J was almost completed. Also, the conservation and restoration work on the red
granite lid of sarcophagus has been greatly progressed, not only over 200 pieces were joined together and surface
cleaning was completed but also the lid was installed on the iron-steel base for presentation.

However, the works such as the stabilization of the cracks in walls and pillars in Room J and Je, cleaning
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the simple rock surface, planning the site management are still to be performed, and it is obvious that more
seasons are needed to complete the final rehabilitation and preservation of the site.
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Fig.1 The plan of the royal tomb of Amenophis 111 and conservation works done in third long-term season
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Y2 EZ A B EAGEAE
Fig.2 The ceiling in Room E before conservation work
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Fig.3 The ceiling in Room E after conservation work
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Fig.4 The ceiling in Room | before and after conservation work
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Fig.5 The ceiling in Room | before and after conservation work
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Fig.6 The ceiling in Room | before and after conservation work



T3FTAATT IH 2 Hprw RGOy 7 MEY 49

o i pee]

Y7 JE A R (HLBERR) RO EBG IR a B X ORG EE IR 5
Fig.7 The ceiling beside the west wall in Room J before and after conservation work
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Fig.8 The south-western corner ceiling in Room J before and after conservation work
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Fig.9 The ceiling beside the south wall in Room J before and after conservation work
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Fig.10 The ceiling beside the pillar 5 in Room J before and after conservation work
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Fig.11 The ceiling beside the pillar 1 in Room J before and after conservation work
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Fig.12 The ceiling beside the north wall in Room J before and after conservation work
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Fig.13 The ceiling beside the north wall in Room J before and after conservation work
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Fig.14 The ceiling beside the north wall in Room J before and after conservation work
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Fig.15 The south-eastern corner ceiling in Room J before and after conservation work
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Y16 EZHAGEAEIwBIORTEMEEIE
Fig.16 The north wall in Room E before and after conservation work

Y17 2 BATEEEN B IUORTEG B
Fig.17 The west wall in Room J before and after conservation work
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Fig.18 The south wall above the corridor in Room J before and after conservation work
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Y19 J2E 6 A BB (B A B K URY B (B 6
Fig.19 The pillar 6 north face in Room J before and after conservation work
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Fig.20 The west wall in Room Je before and after conservation work

Y21 JeZ EERT B B GBI URT B (B
Fig.21 The north wall in Room Je before and after conservation work



54 IS PP 51949

3. B, B Ko 3|z U’ﬁ.ﬂ*l}ﬁ]%?\

TAINTTIHU2EMICETT5 ROLHOT TH, JZ2 OB, J28 342, Je2 OO 3T
FEBEEMBDLIENS. INSDLFEOER T EMBE L > TR (Y 22), H3PFFO0o 7 TR
FEOMER 25 0 b, QX OIAECLLOFTR, 2 EF T LOLDOTVRFP 2L FL L 9,

INSOFPICEDE, MR L OF2LNTKIN, TNUTHWHERD FIZHA TLHRORE T b
BREN DNz, Kb OTLAZFT O 27 MIBWT, M3 4 24 g 57 ETH 5,

F/z, LHDE ?0)137\\ BIZIZ2EIRDAXDOH L LA * OfF2 (T, 7 HOEFES OB DR
PO LEIN (Y 23), ZORDIFZ OLENTTIZo AheGL LTWweIl &, £k, BRET Ink
BIC, S5 OFENE R E> TP |TETIN, MEIN TNz ENWHEL /=,

EJSN %?ﬁ TEFROE, E'H«@F’T EHEIT, FROEIAR-ZADHER, LB RE T2 &L,
INETOH DX AMB, v 27 - NV MMIEKDx AWCBLER oz (Y 24),

4, b RO RS G Y

TAANTTIH2TH DI (?:'?flmiﬁ“) ik RS ] o MY
THEDEOBTIEET THH B N FER TR, if:]ﬁf‘ NS
BR EZDM247T DR T M TWiz, BEarld U<, & D3
Y EEED I ,L?’Cé‘fctbh RETHH 7=,

LI3ZF7TO0Pr 7 bD- RELT, 2Ot A O0 *ﬁ?@ﬁﬁf@@ﬁéﬁ’&ﬁok 0, ¥TETOR

0)%‘1'_%" . FEEEEAW, TIXR—XEER L, D, Er*"é_'%@ﬁ'}—" AN ==
fiolee JU—Z20, BE O bf_f 3. AF— IR DK ADITS -;ab‘ 3 1;:'%1 DY g, VFIRE
MMEAZDEDITT ITHEEE Wz (Y 25,26),

13; MK INTNnDS, ﬁﬁi@m%:’_i@\
BHINTWE, T Tk, 220 0&k
FHARDPHBORBETENTHBD, VI

—b&l I+
=

5. 58 g &~

LIFTOY s FORBIT, FAELRA S B R G NE R EORGBRELHEOTLE
Bafiok® Zhicky, REEfsy T OBFE, bR OREETET DI EMTE

6. {73 a

S EOBHOERIZHT BRI GE SR B BRI T SRR I K B e
Lz Dy 2 W E LR 2 LOFB L2 LR TASEE LEERONY LS B OSLy ) Th 5.
_ﬂiVC@%?\T\ CEOOMTIZEE TEHKVABIUZ 2 EKVATOL BAHNS, . A, 2., 3.,
SRR EQER OFY Lz BE A LTH0, Thoids AoRIc k> T2 LFRAOEH
ENZNLY R THBHEFABNT NS, W OFHERV, CNEAVRTEHEDOTHENEIhORP
Afibhrz,

SO, Ly MIHY LEERIZS LFOER &OR WEDHERLEN, Sy MI2 L0
PR WHRN B EE 156 WS ENA SN, Fo. SHICES T, BN 25 THAREZED T
B, BBICE S TR ABERAA LSNEHEERE, 2 LFDITBT 2R MEHO- HHP5NCT D
ZEMTES,



T3FTAATT IH 2 Hprw RGOy 7 MEY 55

V22 JEIEE,JZ2E IS, 2B
Fig.22 The cracks at north wall and pillar 3 in Room J and at the pillar in Room Je

v 23 J2WIRFROT LOMEORI (e BRXUL )
Fig.23 The repair by ancient artisan at the south and east faces of the pillar 3 in Room J
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Fig. 24 The pillar 3 south face in Room J before and after conservation work
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v25 JZ ., h *ET'?? DRG R ES 5
Fig.25 The sarcophagus lid in Room J before conservation work

Y26 )%, AE RS EGELE
Fig.26 The sarcophagus lid in Room J after conservation work
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