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Bifacial Flint Production Groups in the Predynastic Egypt:
Analysis of finds from Elite Cemetery at Hierakonpolis

Kazuyoshi NAGAYA*

Abstract

Recent excavations at HK6, Elite cemetery, have discovered various kinds of bifacial flints. Among them,
in particular, the bifacials in shape of bowtie, donkey, human, rhomboid lance and so-called fish-tail are remarkable.
They have not only esthetic value but also are informative samples to know about the predynastic lithic technology,
which enables us to identify artisan groups.

Deep observations into the masterpieces revealed that bifacials from HK6 had been made by particular
technologies (sometimes by the certain person). It is possible that there were at least three flint artisan groups that
can be identified in three criteria: raw material, technology and the products.

The first group is to make bifacials of symbols or animals. Material is mainly beige/ light brown flint. Donkey
and bowties belong to the group. This group seems to be less skilled. The flaking patterns on the surface are rough
and irregular, and surface has several mistaken parts as mentioned above.

The second group is to make animals in smaller size using arrowhead making technique, working on the dark
brown/ black flints. The arrowhead technique is principally adopted to form long horns, legs or trunks. Because this
technique constrains maximum size of products, the elephant biface was made smaller than the other animals of
Group 1. Human-shaped biface should be the masterpiece of the group.

The third group is to make very elaborate things such as rhomboid lances and fishtail knives. Material is rare
type of flint rock with murky black color. This group clearly has the highest skills typified by regular stripes pattern
and denticulations. Mistakes like group 1 are hardly seen.

The paper clarified a new vision about the lithic production relevant to HK6. The elaborate bifacials for
funerary rituals and burials of elites were provided by three particular groups each of which dealt with different
raw material, technology and final product. The groups had an important role to support prestige of elites. And in

another word, it is possible that these strict combinations guaranteed the value of bifacials as prestige goods.
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¥ 2 HK6:**¥  (Friedman etal. 2011, fig. 1 Zf¢7%)
Fig.2 HKG®, Elite cemetery at Hierakonpolis
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F1 HK6 X Fi- @ jn2 o 48
Tablel Bifacials from HK6

SHINo. na B & (mm)

Ec | g | B

1 (AN 5 116| 68 8
2 BRI AT 5 74| 36 6
3 R AT 5 72| 37 6
4 BRI AT 348 44| 32 6
5 BRI 3148 44| 35 7
6 e 5z 103| 32 8
7 ¥ (J ) BEH~SHnAH| 39| 37 5
8| BM(TANYHR) | EBER- RIERRIE 45| 36 5
9 HEM 5Ef 32| 14 2
10 R R % =R 55| 19 4
1| EBMTARYIR?) D H 36| 13 5
12 BER HE D H 64| 34 7
13 BER HER D H 36| 43 5
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1 2 3
EHINo. | $ERY B4 SR ne
AR ITIE B, T8
1 P + TERGA I E R B g (O/N)
2 Py N + T EGAIRE R BRI
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