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Preliminary Report on the Waseda University Excavations at Dahshur North:
Nineteenth Season

Sakuji YOSHIMURA*!, Ken YAZAWA*?, Jiro KONDO*?
Shinichi NISHIMOTO** and Koichiro WADA*?

Abstract

The mission of the Institute of Egyptology, Waseda University, conducted the fieldwork at Dahshur North
from September 15th to October 13th in 2010. In this season, surface layers of the grids (Fig.1, 60 x 5 m) to
the north of the Ramesside tomb of Ta were removed, and thirteen shaft tombs and two surface burials were
identified. Among them, three shaft tombs (Shaft 113, 122, 123) and two surface burials (19p-011, 19p-014) were
excavated. In addition, three shaft tombs (Shaft 90, 95, 96) were also cleared, the entrances of which have been
already identified in the past seasons.

Shaft 90 (Fig.3) had three subterranean chambers, and five complete faience shabtis and two lids of faience
canopic jars were found (Fig.4, 5). Associated amphorae (Fig.9.12-14) and shabtis were dated to the Ramesside
Period. Shaft 95 (Fig.10) had a small flat based bottle (Fig.11), dated to the Middle Kingdom. Shaft 96 (Fig.12)
had almost the same plan as Shaft 90, and shabtis made of pottery and wood were found (Fig.13, 14). Two
wooden shabtis were complete. From Shaft 113 (Fig.17) traces of wooden Middle Kingdom coffin were identified.
The wall of the burial chamber was daubed with thick layer of fafla (Photo 1), onto which the pigment of the
coffin was adhered (Photo 2). From the shaft filling of Shaft 122 (Fig.19), at the level of the entrance of Room A,
fragments of the Ramesside anthropoid coffin and a limestone relief fragment were found (Fig.20, 21). Shaft 123
(Fig.19) had a burial chamber to the south side at the bottom and at northern wall of the shaft there was a hole
connected to the Room A of Shaft 122. At the bottom of the Shaft 123, complete large pottery jar, so called “Beer
bottle” (Fig. 23.17), was found in situ.

One of the surface burial (Fig.25) cleared in this season, was belong to a child, and around the neck a set
of glass bead pendants and gilded bronze ring were retrieved (Fig.26.1, 2, Photo 3). The other surface burial was

already disturbed, no object was found except fragments of human bone and reed mat.
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Fig.4 Lids of faience canopic jars from Shaft 90
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Fig.14 Wooden shabtis from Shaft 96
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F1g.16 Stone and pottery vessels from Shaft 96
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Fig.17 Plan and Section of Shaft 113

Photo 1 Tufla wall of Room A in Shaft 113
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Photo 2 Trace of fagade decoration of coffin remained on eastern 7afla wall of Room A in Shaft 113
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Fig.20 Limestone relief fragment from Shaft 122
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Fig.21 Fragments of wooden anthropoid coffin from Shaft 122
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Fig.22 Fragment of limestone stela from Shaft 123
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