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Report of the Activity in 2013, Project of the Solar Boat

Hiromasa KUROKOCHI*! and Sakuji YOSHIMURA*?

Abstract

This is an activity report of the project of the Second Boat of King Khufu in 2013. The activity were
summarized in the following four items.

1. workshop on the consolidation of the wooden pieces of the Boat

2. design of the facilities and equipments

3. starting to lift up the wooden pieces

4. public relation

1. workshop

On 27th and 28th in March, the workshop was held in Cairo (supported by JICA) and the result of additional
investigation for consolidation of the wooden pieces was analyzed by specialists including international
conservators and scientists. While the effectiveness of ‘nano-cellulose’ was confirmed, since there was no
example of using it for conservation work in the world, it was decided to carry out a more detailed experimental
test (pilot work) at the site.

2. facilities and equipments

Designs of crane for lifting up the wooden pieces and laboratory for consolidation were finalized.

3. lifting up the wooden pieces

We started lifting up the wooden pieces from the pit from June 2013. However the condition of the wood
was worse than expected so it was necessary to do a temporary reinforcement in situ by facing the surface of
the wood with Japanese paper. And also it was necessary to stabilize the wood to the environment of around
60% humidity from around 85% in the pit. Consolidation will start after this procedure of stabilization to the
environment. Because of the security problem during anti Morsi regime movement in all over Egypt from June,

the project stopped temporarily, but from September it started again.

4. public relations

Symposium entitled "Toward the extract of the Boat of King Khufu" (January 25th, at Waseda University
Ono Azusa Memorial Hall), and “Egypt Forum 22, Restart of the Project beyond the mayhem in Egypt” (November
10th at Waseda University Okuma Memorial Hall) were held. And TV specials program (supervised by Sakuji
Yoshimura, produced by RKB) entitled "New discovery! Find out the hidden Truth of the Pyramid! Excavation of

the Solarboat" was broadcasted to all over Japan through TBS network on December 8th.

* 1 NPO 37 N 55 Ofbf 3 77 4= filr Feda * 1 Professor, NPO Institute of the Solar Boat

* 2 5 RE0 g s * 2 Professor Emeritus, Waseda University
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