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Comparison between the frise d’objets and Burial Goods:

Focused on the Ornaments and Amulets

Seria YAMAZAKI*

Abstract

In the ancient Egypt, personal ornaments were essential items among the burial goods, and some of them are
mentioned in the funerary texts such as the Coffin Text and the Book of the Dead. The frise d’objets which was
applied to the interior of the Middle Kingdom coffins also shows them as the polychrome pictures as well as the
texts. Those funerary texts sometimes explain the material and position of the ornamental items with the dead,
and it is intriguing that they are often found according to these explanations. Therefore, such funerary texts and
pictures about burial ornaments seem to be a “norm”.

This paper focuses on the correlation between the frise d’objets and burial goods especially of the ornaments
and amulets. Previous studies have suggested that the frise d’objets was the tomb-inventory or abstracted
renderings of the ritual acts. However, I suppose that the frise d’objets is not just drawings of the objects, but at
least in part, a “norm” of the burial goods and a means to show bearing knowledge of the ritual, which are needed
for access to the afterlife. In order to know whether there were any rules in keeping the “norm”, the frise d’objets
and the ornamental objects found from the burials of Senebtisi, Wah and anonymous lady were compared. There
are at least 27 items listed in the frise d’objets, among which 15 items could be actually recognized in the burials.
In addition, it is observed in each burial that there are very few ornaments and amulets which are not listed in
the frise d’objets. As the results, some rule of performing the “norm” could be identified. Person of a high social
position tends to be buried with a variety of ornaments and amulets as much as possible, while person of a lower
position seems to possess a limited variation of the ornamental objects such as bracelets and anklets.

It is probable that although all the ancient Egyptian desired the ideal burial in keeping with the “norm”, the
actual performance was depended on their socioeconomic situations, and lower class selected the burial items
from the list of the frise d’objets.

* 5 AGT ST pRlE e Pa—-A 3§ % Undergraduated Student, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Waseda University
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Yo AT A @izE N AT Yo b - 7U =X (Willems 1988: fig.26 - &1)7147)
Fig.1 Back panel (interior Vlew) of the coffin showing the frise d objets (Willems 1988: fig.26, with additions)
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Fig.3 Head panel (interior view) of the coffin showing the frise d objets (Freed et al. 2009: fig.69, with additions)
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1 7227 b JU—X) IZEMNZEFLBROT7I2b Y b
PL.1 Ornaments and amulets shown in the frise d objets
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Y4 Ay RNZER Y5 O RIEH R
Fig.4 Headband (Lacau 1906: fig.491) Fig.5 Pendants (Lacau 1906: figs.445, 454, 463, 92, and PS5 is after Willems

1988: table13 redrawn)
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Fig.6 Necklaces (Lacau 1906: figs.457, 456, 467) Fig.7 Collars (Lacau 1906: figs.429, 430, 434, 440, 472, and CS5 is after Garstang

1902: pl.26 redrawn)
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Fig.8 Bracelets and anklets (Lacau 1906: figs.425, 437, and B3 is after Fig.9 “Lower Egyptian”costume (Lacau 1906: figs.408, 400, 95)

Willems 1988: table13 redrawn)
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Fig.10 Amulets (Lacau 1906: figs.96, 115, 112, 90, 100, and Am3 is after Jequier 1921: fig.854 redrawn)
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Fig.11 Number of the ornaments and amulets keeping the “norm”
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