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Preliminary Report on the Twenty-Fourth Season of
the Waseda University Excavations at Northwest Saqqara, 2015

Sakuji Yoshimura*l, Nozomu Kawai*z, Jiro Kondo*S, Izumi Takamiya*4,
Hiroyuki Kashiwagi”‘5 , Kazumitsu Takahashi*®, Yuka Yoneyama*7,

Shuhei Matsunaga*8 and Seria Yamazaki*®

Abstract

Waseda University Egyptian Expedition has been excavating at Northwest Saqqara since 1991. The site is
located on a prominent rocky outcropping in the desert approximately 1.5 km to the northwest of the Serapeum.
Excavations at the summit of the outcropping had revealed a mud-brick structure built by Amenhotep II and
Thutmose IV respectively, a monument of Prince Khaemwaset, the fourth son of Ramessess I, and the tomb chapel
of Isisnofret, probably a daughter of Prince Khaemwaset. The work was suspended for nearly 2 years after the
revolution in 2011 and it was resumed in 2014. Since then, we have continued excavation and conservation at the
site, focusing on the eras previously unexcavated or needs to be reinvestigated. In this season, we have concentrated
on the three areas: the area to the south of the tomb chapel of Isisnofret, the area to the west of the inner chamber
of the monument of Khaemwaset and the area around the shaft of the tomb of Isisnofret. In the course of our
excavation in the area to the south of the tomb chapel of Isisnofret, a large pit measuring 2.5 m in diameter was
uncovered. Although several objects were recovered from the pit, it turned out that it was probably related to the
modern military activities in 1970’s. In the area behind the inner chamber of the monument of Khaemwaset, several
shallow pits were identified and they were also probably related to the modern military activities. In the area around
the shaft of the tomb of Isisnofret, where we attempted to understand the activities from the original excavation
of the shaft and thereafter looking activities in antiquities, we found a number of the pottery shards which seem
to have come from either burial chamber or ritual activities outside of the shaft. We also found a concentration of
the piles of mud-bricks, which may have been the remnant of the work preparing for construction in the area to the
north of the shaft. In the area to the west of the shaft, we observed a depression hewn on the bedrock that coincides
with the width of the shaft of the tomb of Isisnofret, which seems to have been made to remove the sarcophagus in
to the shaft.
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