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Preliminary Report on the Conservation Work
at North-West Saqqara in 2014 and 2015 Seasons

Hiroko Kariya*l, Hiroyuki Kashiwagi*s, Kazumitsu Takahashi*>,

Nozomu Kawai*3, Sakuji Yoshimura*?

Abstract

In February 2009, the limestone sarcophagus of Isisnofret was found in a small, undecorated chamber,
approximately 3.5 meter below the ground. The sarcophagus consists of a rectangular box and a lid that was
damaged by tomb rubbers in ancient times. The exterior lid and walls of the box are decorated with painted
figures and hieroglyphic inscriptions in sunken relief.

In 2014 and 2015 seasons, the goal was set to move the sarcophagus box from the original location to the
center of the chamber for proper documentation and conservation of two inscribed walls (south and west walls)
that were not accessible.

Prior to work, the pigment was consolidated and temporarily faced with thin Japanese tissue and diluted
Paraloid B-72 in acetone and/or acetone/ethanol (1:1). Carbon fiber fabric was applied over an isolating layer
of Japanese tissue to an existing crack/break through the bottom of the south, north and west walls in order to
minimize shifting during the move. An Inner wooden flame was designed and built as a structural support. The
exterior and interior surface was protected by thin sheets of smooth polyethylene foam. A mechanical strap was
used to keep the box intact.

The sarcophagus box was slowly and carefully raised using different types of hydraulic jacks. It was
raised about 1 cm at a time. As it was raised, a thin wooden plank was inserted in the underside to secure the
sarcophagus. Once reached the height above the platform, the sarcophagus was placed over a “sled” assembled
from wooden blocks. On this “sled”, a direct “push” of the sarcophagus was avoided, and thus, the work became
a much safer operation. The sarcophagus on the sled was carefully moved horizontally toward the center of the
chamber again using the jacks. Once it was partially but securely rested on the platform with enough space for
photography and treatment, the conservation work was carried out.

The straps and the protective foam on the south and west walls were removed. The condition was briefly

* 1 hdRPA YT MR RGBS % 1 Conservator, The Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago

* 28 T ARRIPI DT N PR 8 2 Visiting Professor, Institute of Egyptian Archaeology, Higashinippon International
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* 5 Professor Emeritus, Waseda University/ President, Higashinippon International

University



42 IOT hPHg %2273

checked and documented. The pigment remained secure and the crack in the walls was not shifted this time.
The temporary Japanese-tissue facing was carefully removed from the two inscribed walls using ethanol and/or
an ethanol-acetone (2:1 and/or 1:1) mixture for photo documentation. At the end of the season, the straps were
reinstalled for security.

The conservation work marked the final stage of the conservation work Phase I. Phase II will focus on

reconstruction of the sarcophagus while Phase III on presentation of the sarcophagus.
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