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Preliminary Report on the Waseda University Excavations at Dahshur North:
Twenty-third Season
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Keita TAKENOUCHI ™, Shuhei MATSUNAGA ", Seria YAMAZAKI"®

Abstract
The expedition of Higashi-Nippon International University, under the direction of Prof. Dr. Sakuji

Yoshimura and Ken Yazawa as a field director, conducted an excavation at Dahshur North in August 2015. Since
the last season in April-May 2015, the area located between the New Kingdom tomb-chapels of Ipay and Ta
has been investigated (Fig.1). The excavation of the last season revealed a Ramesside shaft tomb (Shaft 125)
surrounded by mud brick wall, and identified several shaft tombs to the north of Shaft 125. In this season, sub-
grids (Grid 3E16a, 3E06a, c) to the east of Shaft 125 were excavated, and a new shaft tomb (Shaft 132), a simple
pit (R006) burial and an animal burial (RO11) were unearthed. Four shaft tombs (Shaft 127, 128, 130, 131) to the
north of Shaft 125 were also cleared. It appears that Shaft 127 used to accommodate the Middle Kingdom burial,
but it was plundered and remains of the burial equipment were mixed with the New Kingdom objects. On the
wall of the shaft there were two holes which lead to the neighbouring tombs, and one of them is Shaft 131. Since
Shaft 131 is the Ramesside tomb, it is probable that the New Kingdom objects in Shaft 127 were came from the
subterranean chamber of Shaft 131. Shaft 128 has a chamber to the south, which was thoroughly plundered and
it remained only a small amount of wooden object, human bones and pot shards. Pot shards contained the typical
Middle Kingdom vessels, dated to the first half of the Thirteenth Dynasty. As for Shaft 130, It is notable that the
long axis is oriented almost northeast-southwest, which is uncommon in this site. Objects from Shaft 130 were
exceptionally scarce, and one of pot shards and a lid of a faience vessel indicate that the chamber was used in
the New Kingdom burial. Shaft 131 is a Ramesside tomb, which has subterranean chambers to the east and to the
west. The most noteworthy finds were nine complete faience shabtis, two of them were discovered from debris
in the shaft and seven of them from the eastern chamber. The owner of the shabtis was Ptahmenu. The western
chamber, on the other hand, has many pieces of wooden shabtis painted in white with inscription in black. Owner

of the wooden shabtis was not clear because of surface deterioration.
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Fig.1 Map of Dahshur North and excavated area in 2015
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Baba and Yazawa 2015 ICE 06N T 5,
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“/:L'J~
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9) %202 FATIE. B WV NES NDARVIIBEI N BT/ D  (Aston 1998: 354),

10) &L T8 6 ﬁ?%%?\/'\?7]\28 (% A= 2002: 51).3 8 j?%%?\/'\?7]\34 (5 A 2003: 167) T 55,
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