F e

9oL —LALE
7 )= —Jy 2 P R

e TRV E R (RIS Ak T A Rz
CIONE S U B I PURRE LI i

Preliminary Report on the Ninth Season of the Work
at al-Khokha Area in the Theban Necropolis
by the Waseda University Egyptian Expedition

Jiro Kondo*l, Sakuji Yoshimura*2, Takao Kikuchi*3, Hiroyuki Kashiwagi*3,

Nozomu Kawai*4, Kazumitsu Takahashi*s, and Risa Fukuda*®

Abstract

The team from the Institute of Egyptology at Waseda University has carried out clearance, conservation, and
documentation at the tomb of Userhat, Overseer of King’s Private Apartment under Amenhotep III (TT 47), and
other tombs in the vicinity at Al-Khokha area in the Theban Necropolis since 2007. Although the tomb of Userhat is
one of the most important private tombs from Amenhotep III’s reign, no comprehensive scientific research has been
undertaken because its exact location had become unknown even after Howard Carter wrote its short report in 1903.

In the previous seasons, we uncovered the entrance of the tomb, which has the lintel and doorjambs on both
sides. They were decorated with incised hieroglyphic inscriptions and the figures of the tomb owner, Userhat. We
have also located the subterranean structure of the tomb through the clearance of the debris in a hole where the
ceiling of the chamber has collapsed in the past. At the south side of the western rear wall of the transverse hall, we
found a relief decoration which depicts Amenhotep III and Queen Tiye seated under a canopy. At the inner chamber,
we found a dyad, probably of Userhat and his wife, carved in the south wall of the chamber.

In 2013, we found an unfinished tomb (KHTO1) to the south of the forecourt of the tomb of Userhat (TT47) in
the course of our clearance. The entrance of KHTO1 is hewn on the southern wall of the forecourt of TT47. It was
found out that the tomb KHTO1 leads to another tomb, the tomb of Khonsuemheb (KHT02) who has the title of the
Chief of the Workshop and Chief Brewer of the Mut temple.

In this season, we continued the clearance of the forecourt of the tomb of Userhat (TT47) in order to
understand whole structure of the tomb and subsequent history of the site after its construction. Also, we carried out

scientific analysis concerning the wall paintings of the tomb of Khonsuemheb in order to make future program for
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clearance, documentation, and conservation. Anthropological study was carried out as well.

The clearances revealed full structure of the mud-brick wall containing Userhat’s funerary cones in situ and the
mud-brick ramp which were partially found at the forecourt in the last season. During the clearance, we have found
another funerary cone in rectangular shape with two stamps of Userhat in situ in the mud-brick wall, under the row
of five funerary cones. Also, we found edge of a small square pit cut into from the bedrock floor of the forecourt.
Howard Carter already mentioned this small pit as “Mummy pit” in his report in Annales du Service des Antiquités

de I’Egypte, 1903. The clearance of the pit will be resumed in the next season.
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Fig.4 Another funerary cone of Userhat in situ in the mud-brick wall
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PL.1 The forecourt of the tomb of Userhat, looking from east
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PL2 The mud-brick wall with the six funerary cones of Userhat found in sifu, looking from south
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PL3 The So-called “Mummy pit” at the forecourt of the tomb of Userhat, looking from southeast
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P14 The mud-brick ramp in the forecourt of the tomb of Userhat

PL5 The eastern side of the forecourt of the tomb of Userhat, looking from northwest
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