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the Waseda University Excavations at Northwest Saqqara, 2016
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Abstract

Waseda University Egyptian Expedition has been excavating at Northwest Saqqara since 1991. The site is
located on a prominent rocky outcropping in the desert approximately 1.5 km to the northwest of the Serapeum.
Excavations at the summit of the outcropping had revealed a mud-brick structure built by Amenhotep 11 and
Thutmose IV respectively, a monument of Prince Khaemwaset, the fourth son of Ramessess II, and the tomb chapel
of Isisnofret, probably a daughter of Prince Khaemwaset. Since the 2014 season, we have continued excavation and
conservation at the site, focusing on the areas on the summit of the outcropping previously unexcavated or needs to
be reinvestigated.

In this season, our work has concentrated on the three areas within the monument of Khaemwaset: the area
at the northern part of the portico, the area to the north and south of the inner chamber, and the area to the west
of the inner chamber. In the course of our excavation in the area at the northern part of the portico, we have found
an unfinished pit with 1.8 m in length, 1.6 m in width and 1.4 m in depth. Beside the pit, we uncovered a faience
shabti. The faience shabti does not seem to have been a part of funerary assemblage, since we didn’t find any
funerary objects or tombs around the monument, but may have been dedicated to the monument of Khaemwaset for
ritual purpose. As a result of our excavation in this season, we could understand how the original ground had been

modified for the construction of the monument of Khaemwaset.
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Fig.3 The excavation area at the monument of Khaemwaset

FE2 ATLLATEROREEFEMICY LTS
a R LU —TkR
PL2 A limestone relief block fragment
originated from the monument of Khaemwaset
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PL1 An unfinished pit at the northern part of portico PL.3 A faience shabti and fragment of pottery vessel

after excavation, looking from north found beside an unfinished pit
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PL5 Flint stones which were adhered verdigris
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5
PL7 The area to the south of the inner chamber of the monument of Khaemwaset after excavation, looking from south
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PL8 The area behind the inner chamber of the monument of Khaemwaset after excavation, looking from south
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