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Preliminary Report on the Excavations at Dahshur North:
Twenty-Fifth season

Sakuji YOSHIMURA*!, Ken YAZAWA*2, Jiro KONDO*?, Hiroyuki KASHIWAGI**
Seria YAMAZAKI*®, Nonoka ISHIZAKI*®, Motoharu ARIMURA*®

Abstract

The joint expedition of Higashi Nippon International University and Waseda University, under the direction of
Prof. Dr. Sakuji Yoshimura and Ken Yazawa as the field chief, carried out an excavation at the cemetery of Dahshur
North on February 2018. In this season, the area located at the northernmost part of the cemetery was investigated
(Fig.1). The area measures 10 m (north-south) by 20 m (east-west), and eight shaft tombs were identified. Five
of them (Shaft 150-153, 155) were cleared, which are dated to the late Middle Kingdom mostly by accompanying
pottery vessels, except Shaft 150 which appeared to be made in the early New Kingdom. The most remarkable
discovery was Shaft 151 which has three subterranean chambers, two to the south (the uppermost and lowermost
chambers) and one to the north (mid-level chamber). Although it was already plundered, a considerable amount of
pot-sherds and painted plaster fragments as well as an eye inlay once adorned with a mummy mask or an anthropoid
coffin, were retrieved. In addition to a discovery of a painted ear fragment made of plaster, some of plaster
fragments have depictions of an eye and a part of collar decoration, and fragments with cursive hieroglyphs were
also found at the lowermost chamber, all of which appeared to comprise of mummy mask(s). Pottery vessels found
at the lowermost chamber appear to be earlier than vessels derived from the uppermost chamber, which leads to the
assumption that the lowermost chamber was made at first, and then the middle and uppermost chambers were made
successively. While shaft tombs with multiple chambers were often attested in the Middle Kingdom cemetery, a case
that the sequence of making and using chambers can be archaeologically determined is quite rare, which makes our

result noteworthy.
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Fig.1 Map of Dahshur North and the excavated area in 25th season.
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