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Preliminary Report on the Eleventh Season of the Work
at al-Khokha Area in the Theban Necropolis
by the Waseda University Egyptian Expedition

Jiro Kondo*l, Sakuji Yoshimura*2, Takao Kikuchi*3, Hiroyuki Kashiwagi*3,

Nozomu Kawai*4, Kazumitsu Takahashi*s, and Yuka Yoneyarna*6

Abstract

The team from the Institute of Egyptology at Waseda University has carried out clearance, conservation, and
documentation at the tomb of Userhat, Overseer of King’s Private Apartment under Amenhotep III (TT 47), and
other tombs in the vicinity at Al-Khokha area in the Theban Necropolis since 2007. Although the tomb of Userhat is
one of the most important private tombs from Amenhotep III’s reign, no comprehensive scientific research has been
undertaken because its exact location had become unknown even after Howard Carter wrote its short report in 1903.

In the previous seasons, we uncovered the entrance of the tomb of Userhat, which has the lintel and doorjambs
on both sides. They were decorated with incised hieroglyphic inscriptions and the figures of the tomb owner,
Userhat. We have also located the subterranean structure of the tomb through the clearance of the debris in a
hole where the ceiling of the chamber has collapsed in the past. At the south side of the western rear wall of the
transverse hall, we found a relief decoration which depicts Amenhotep III and Queen Tiye seated under a canopy. At
the inner chamber, we found a dyad, probably of Userhat and his wife, carved in the south wall of the chamber.

We found an unfinished tomb (KHTO1) to the south of the forecourt of the tomb of Userhat (TT47) in the
course of our clearance. The entrance of KHTO1 is hewn on the southern wall of the forecourt of TT47. It was found
out that the tomb KHTO1 leads to another tomb, the tomb of Khonsuemheb (KHT02) who has the title of the Chief
of the Workshop and Chief Brewer of the Mut temple. We also discovered the tomb of Khonsu (KHTO03), who has
the title of the Royal Scribe, during our clearance at the east of the forecourt of the tomb of Userhat (TT47).

In this season, we conducted our clearance at the area above the transverse hall of tomb of Userhat (TT47),
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which is still covered by huge heap of debris, for the future conservation work inside the tomb. The conservation
and engineering works were carried out in the unfinished tomb (KHTO01) and the tomb of Khonsuemheb (KHTO02)
for its preservation.

Our clearance showed that the huge accumulation of limestone chips in the area above the transverse hall of
tomb of Userhat (TT47) are related to the construction debris from surrounding tombs in antiquity. Clearance also
revealed the limestone wall with mortar above the tomb of Userhat (TT47) and the stratigraphic observation suggests
this limestone wall with mortar probably predates the tomb of Userhat (TT47). The stabilities of the unfinished
tomb (KHTO1) and the tomb of Khonsuemheb (KHT02) were increased by the engineering works and conservation

treatments in the tombs.
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FE 1 TN BEOFZE S8, SRR S O )
PL.1 The area above the transverse hall of tomb of Userhat (TT47) after clearance, looking from northeast
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P1.2 The area above the transverse hall of tomb of Userhat (TT47) after clearance, looking from north
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Fig.7 The pottery vessels from the area above the transverse hall of the tomb of Userhat
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33; Schreiber 2008: 58-59) ,
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1% UkDIT W TRDRM NI N> v 77 28 21 2 5ICF AFIF 6N TWS (Schneider 1977: no.4.5.1.11).,
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L. & %1 o7 (Nordstrdm and Bourriau 1993; Bourriau et al. 2000: 130-132), - QG FIZHL T, v I D
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41-51),

BYERIE 048, 175 ABRG4T5 Zh5F1E L T2 (Aston 2014: pls.7.78, 26.244, 27.253)

148 F3s U<2 Fo4, 1745 252 LTWS (Aston 2014: pl.11.110) .

15EFIE<I A2 Fn5EIE LTWwa (Hope 1989: fig.1.k)

16)% U<EHII~<IL 2 5 LTWwa (Hope 1989: fig.2.f),

1785~V 14 2§ (Hope 1989: fig.3.f) &7 <)L F 2§ (Rose 2007: no.414) M5FEIZ L TW5,

18285137 <)L 2 & (Rose 2007: nos.37,38) I 655,
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